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NEW PUBLICATIONS 623 

The Origin of Civilisation and the Primitive Condition of Man. By the Right 
Hon. Lord Avebury, P.C. Sixth Edition (1902). Reissue with a New 
Preface. London, New York, Bombay, and Calcutta: Longmans, Green, 
and Co., 191 1. 6% X 5%, pp. xxxii + 577. (Price7s.6d.net.) 
Lubbock's celebrated book hardly requires an introduction at this 
late day, for even the new preface accompanying this edition is merely a 
restatement of the author's position in reply to his critics, and has been 
recently superseded by a fuller rejoinder in a distinct publication. 
There are some references to Spencer and Gillen's investigations on 
Australia, but otherwise there is little attempt to bring the work up to 
date even in the mere matter of selecting authorities. Sproat is still 
the chief authority cited on the Northwestern tribes of America, and 
the discussion of fetishism has not been modified by the illuminating 
researches of Pechuel-Loesche and the publications of the Tervueren 
Museum. From a certain point of view the lack of novelty is hardly to 
be regretted. For Lord Avebury's book represents, perhaps more clearly 
than any other ethnological work, the theoretical standpoint of a certain 
period in the history of anthropology. In this sense it may well be com- 
pared with the popular works of Haeckel, the later editions of which 
also show a rather limited comprehension of modern methods of research, 
but which remain invaluable documents for the historian of biological 
science. And, as the sane zoologist of today can not deny the great 
impetus given to biological study by Haeckel's writings, so the ethnol- 
ogist with a proper historical perspective will never fail to recognize the 
place of The Origin of Civilization as one of the earliest expositions of 
culture-history from the evolutionary standpoint and as a successful 
attempt to familiarize the lay world with some of the most interesting 
data of ethnology. 

Robert H. Lowie. 
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D'Alviella, Comte Goblet. Croyances, Rites, Institutions. Paris: Paul 
Geuthner, 191 1. 3 vols., 10 X 6J^, pp. 386, 412, 389, ills. 

Barrett, S. A. The Dream Dance of the Chippewa and Menominee 
Indians of Northern Wisconsin. (Bulletin of the Public Museum of the City of 
Milwaukee, vol. I, art. iv, pp. 251-406, pis. ix-xxv, Milwaukee, Nov. 191 1. 

Beech, M. W. H. The Suk, their Language and Folklore. Introduction 
by Charles Eliot. Oxford, 191 1. 

Blair, E. H. Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi and the Great Lakes 
Region. Cleveland, 1912. 



